


Failrues In Communication
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of language develops for
that profession. This
creates a barrier to
understanding between
those in the profession

and those outside of it.

Examples: The image above shows the United States Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon ‘At Ease’. This
phrase, when heard by outsiders, makes it seem that the Marines are just ‘hanging around’ waiting. But to
those inside the profession, it means that they are attentive yet standing in a posture that allows them to

maintain their bearing and attention to what is being presented.



The Generational Gap
HH.TO'KY«HI fHaUNLTHW SFA I,J:S MAP INF

A prime example is when

~ grandchildren communicate
| with their grandparents

| using their generational
— e e phrases. Sometimes,

As cultures age, generation-specific language Grandma thinks they are
tends to develop over time. This language is —
usually specific to that generation and is
misunderstood or malignhed by previous
generations. This can create difficulties when
communicatin across generational lines.




The Barriers In Communication When Instructing
Ukrainian Soldiers, using Marine Corps Doctrine

Translation Difficulties:

e Acronyms

e Phrases

e Words (specific to
Marines)
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Marine Corps Phrases

s e ‘Talking Guns’

e e ‘Smoking Lamp’

e & e ‘Kill’ (used as an affirmation of
understanding)

o ‘Die M***** F***** Dje [ Run Fuzzy
Bunny Run’

e ‘Devil’ (A friendly reference to
another Marine)

e ‘Backblast’ (Has more than one
meaning)

Just like every professional organization, the
Marine Corps has had 250 years to develop a very
unique language that it uses






How Can We Overcome the Obstacles In
Communication?

e Simplification of the

Subject

e Use Common
Experiences

e Simply take the time to
explain



Subject Simplification
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In the Marine Corps, we have a phrase ‘Break it down Barney-Style’, which references the
childrens character Barney that would explain complex ideas to children. When we use this
phrase, we are saying to explain the subject to me like | am 5 years old.



Utilizing Common Cultural or Personal Experiences
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We can use common experiences that
nearly every person has had in their lives
to help break communication barriers. By

using references in Sports or
Entertainment we can express ideas
more clearly. We can also use personal
experiences related to family, friends,
and community to create a rapport with
others.

We have all had expereiences that are common
across cultures, by taping into those
experiences, we can commuhnicate on a more
personal level



Patience is Key, So take your time.

When we are willing and able to
- take our time and explain clearly
l . and simply, our ideas or concepts,
|  we find that there is alot less
& Misunderstanding. By putting in the
) effort, we will find it much easier as
time goes on to communicate
clearly.

When we develop the habit of communicating efficiently and simply, we find that we are able to express complex
ideas in a way that is easy to understand. In the Marine Corps, we pride ourselves on efficient communication
because when the bullets begin to fly, we do not want to waste time explaining ourselves.



THIS SAVORY DISH IS GREAT

TO ENJOY ALL YEAR ROUND

AND IS A GREAT SOURCE OF
PROTEIN AND VITAMIN E




	The Challenges of Communication  Despite the Mastery of Language
	Cpl. Christopher L. Watts USMC

	Failrues In Communication
	What are the primary reasons for miscommunication even when we have mastered the language?
	Cultural
	Professional
	Generational

	Cultural Disconnects
	Certain phrases and sayings develop inside a culture that are unique to that culture. Without the cultural frame work, understanding these phrases and sayings creates challenges in communication.

	Professional Language
	In every profession, as mastery develops, a specific language and use of language develops for that profession. This creates a barrier to understanding between those in the profession and those outside of it.
	The Generational Gap
	As cultures age, generation-specific language tends to develop over time. This language is usually specific to that generation and is misunderstood or maligned by previous generations. This can create difficulties when communicatin across generational lines.
	The Barriers In Communication When Instructing Ukrainian Soldiers, using Marine Corps Doctrine
	Translation Difficulties:

	Marine Corps Acronyms
	The Marine Coprs loves it’s Acronyms

	Marine Corps Phrases
	‘Talking Guns’
	‘Smoking Lamp’
	‘Kill’ (used as an affirmation of understanding)
	‘Die M***** F***** Die / Run Fuzzy Bunny Run’
	‘Devil’ (A friendly reference to another Marine)
	‘Backblast’ (Has more than one meaning)

	Marine Corps Words
	Moto
	‘Bravo Foxtrot’
	Grunt
	Leatherneck
	Boot
	Field Day
	Working Party
	‘Float’ (MEU reference)

	How Can We Overcome the Obstacles In Communication?
	Subject Simplification
	Utilizing Common Cultural or Personal Experiences
	We can use common experiences that nearly every person has had in their lives to help break communication barriers. By using references in Sports or Entertainment we can express ideas more clearly. We can also use personal experiences related to family, friends, and community to create a rapport with others.

	Patience is Key, So take your time.
	When we are willing and able to take our time and explain clearly and simply, our ideas or concepts, we find that there is alot less misunderstanding. By putting in the effort, we will find it much easier as time goes on to communicate clearly.

	Questions and Comments

